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ABOUT THE BOOK
Three simple words to show our remembrance of those who 
have fought, and those who have died fighng for our 
freedom. It means we will never forget. Edmund Burke 
expressed it: “Those who don’t know their history are 
doomed to repeat it”. 
InIn the First World War over 700,000 Brish soldiers were 
killed: in its aermath thousands of memorials were built 
across Britain. Historic England aimed to add 2,500 
free-standing war memorials to the Naonal Heritage List for 
England by the centenary of the end of the First World War in 
2018. This is the statutory list of heritage assets, which gives 
them protecon by ensuring that any proposed changes that 
affaffect their appearance and/or historic character require 
consent. 
The memorials in this book are considered to be of “special 
interest, warranng every effort to preserve them”. Only 8% 
of the memorials will be granted the highest Grade I or Grade 
II* status – “the most outstanding memorials” – and these 
are the ones included in this guide. 
Each featured memorial has details about the unveiling 
ceremony, the designer, the sculptor, its design features, the 
inscripon on the memorial, and the history or story behind 
the commemoraon.       
VVery few women are depicted on memorials, and the book 
examines the many vital roles they played in the war. 57,000 
women served in the army, hundreds of thousands were 
members of the Women’s Land Army, and almost one million 
were employed in the dangerous munions industry alone.
      

Douglas is an historian, who gives cultural, heritage and show 
business talks to social groups and as a guest lecturer on 
cruise ships. Other publicaons include Today’s Golfer: New 
Courses Guide and London Plaques: 5 Fascinang Walks.
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